
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
 
Date:  October 17, 2010 
 
Title:  The Covenant Confirmed with the Woman’s Seed 
 
Text:  Genesis 9:20-29 
 
Theme: Despite the inability of His people, God is faithful in keeping His word. 
 
Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2010 
 
 
 



 

 

1 

Date:  October 17, 2010 
Title:  The Covenant Confirmed with the Woman’s Seed 
Text:  Genesis 9:20-29 
Theme: Despite the inability of His people, God is faithful in keeping His word. 
 
Introduction:  
“Although Noah’s occupation cannot be determined prior to the Flood, other than he was an 
“ark builder,” he began as a farmer on the post-flood earth.  He planted a vineyard and 
became drunk off of the produce of his hands and land.”  http://www.bibleone.net/print_sbs86.html 
 
A significant period of time had to elapse between 9:1-10 and this next paragraph since grapes 
had to be cultivated for the purpose of producing an intoxicating beverage.   On average, we 
are looking at 2-3 years. 
 
“We are not told how long after the Flood the incident of Noah's drunkenness occurred. It 

must have been many years or more likely many decades after the Flood, so at the very least 

Noah's grandchildren had been born and were probably present, probably as young 
adults. The infrastructure of the great civilization which existed before the Flood was all gone, 
farming and animal husbandry supported the family of Noah as they grew in number. They 
lived at first only in tents. Permanent buildings and cities came later.” [emphasis added]  
http://ldolphin.org/canaan.html 

 
Like many aspects of the flood narrative, this event causes many interpreters toward grand 
speculation.   
 
“This bizarre little story about Noah’s drunkenness and exposure, along with the resultant 
cursing of Canaan, has perplexed students of Genesis for a long time.”  (Allen P. Ross, Creation 
and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Genesis, 209). 
 
Some consider Ham’s sin to be one of moral indiscretion and impropriety with his father’s 
nakedness, thus condemning homosexuality.  Others use it to speak against the ill usage of 
intoxicating beverage.  Others use this event to justify the enslaving of African-Americans.  All 
of these areas need addressing, but I do believe there is a primary idea behind its inclusion in 
the storyline of Scripture.  Others explain it in a more culturally relevant understanding (I 
would concur with this idea). 

 
His sin was more likely that he boasted to his brothers about seeing their father naked--
thus dishonoring Noah greatly. Shocked and alarmed, Japheth and Shem took a robe 
and walked backwards into the tent, covering their father, but not allowing themselves 
to see him naked.  Upon waking, Noah is made aware of Ham's behavior and he 
evidently makes it an occasion for a family conference. As the family Patriarch, Noah 
makes cryptic prophetic remarks about his sons and their futures as he sees it 
unfolding. http://ldolphin.org/canaan.html 
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In addition,  
 
“This story seems to be a composite of two earlier accounts; in the one, Ham was guilty, 
whereas, in the other, it was Canaan. One purpose of the story is to justify the Israelites' 
enslavement of the Canaanites because of certain indecent sexual practices in the 
Canaanite religion.” http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/genesis/genesis9.htm 
 
“Noah’s leaven of exposing himself spreads to Ham’s homosexual, parent-dishonoring 
voyeurism and will sour fully into Canaan’s rampant sexual perversions so that the 
land will vomit them out (See Lev. 18:24-30; Deut. 12:29-32).”  (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis 
A Commentary, 149). 

 
It is difficult to know all that transpired to warrant the cursing of Ham’s line, but there are 
certain features that appear prominent.    Noah was drunk, thus compromising his role of 
headship within the larger patriarchal structure.  Second, his son Ham undermined his 
father’s headship by maligning his father’s drunken nakedness by looking with distain at his 
father’s nakedness.  Third, Noah’s other sons honor their father by protecting his headship 
even while he personally degrades it.  Whatever Ham did, Japheth and Shem did not. 

 
But there is a larger more immediate meaning to the story.  Within the larger Story, the flood 
cannot remove the sin beating within the breast of every human being.  The flood cannot cover 
or atone for sin.  It is only through “the shedding of blood can there be the forgiveness of sin” 
(Lev. 17:11).  Although the judgment against humanity and the devastation visited them was 
pronounced, it could not stop them from repeating the cycle of sin/judgment.  Only God can 
stop the cycle, and thus only God can make a covenant whereby He holds Himself accountable 
to never completely destroy humanity again by means of water.   

 
The covenant God cut with the woman’s seed is an unconditional, unilateral agreement.  The 
fulfillment of the covenant rests solely on who God is and what He does.  The truth of this idea 
is immediately cemented into the mind of the reader by a direct inclusion of Noah’s failure in 
honoring his role as functional head and his son’s dismissal and damaging of this headship.  
As interesting and misguided as are the speculative conjectures of many, this passage must be 
read in light of The Story.  Humanity is incurably wicked.  There is nothing they can do to stop 
themselves from persistently and passionately pursuing evil.  Their hearts are turned against 
God.  They do not obey all He says, and in light of this transgression God must intervene or all 
shall be lost.  This is the bottom line.  True, Noah’s headship is compromised, and it is true 
such headship, even when compromised, is to be respected.  This is not, however, the primary 
meaning of The Story. 
 
The Story speaks to creation, rebellion, redemption and re-creation.  It is a story saturated by 
the grace of God for the glory of God.  It is a story whose author meticulously cares for the 
details.  Every “actor” wills to read the script or they will choose to work from conjecture and 
live with a “devil may care” mindset, thus flinging his desire and design in the face of the 
Story’s director.  But let us know this, “God will always keep His Word.”  He will never 
compromise His headship over the creation.  Regardless as to what His creation might do in 
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rebellion or respect, The Story will run its course, and only God alone will receive all the praise 
and thus glory from that which only He creates and controls.  O what an incredible and most 
humbling story.  O how we must bow before Him in awed silence and worship.  O how our 
hearts must swell within at the beauty and majesty of Him who does what He wills with what 
is His and when He does it, it is always right.  Praise to His name! 
 
As we work to place ourselves within the larger truth of The Story, I trust we will see how 
direct and powerful the application of this truth can be for each of us in life. 
 
“The most significant element of this passage is the blessing and cursing, the two motifs that 
occur repeatedly throughout the book.”  (Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the 
Study and Exposition of Genesis, 209). 
 
The Problem: 
Our problem is in believing we control the outcome of the Story.  As free moral agents we 
have volition, but our volition cannot stop God from accomplishing His design and desire. 
 
Questions: 

1. Do we know what sin Ham committed? 
2. How much time past between verses 19 and 20? 
3. Why did Noah curse Canaan? 
4. Is this passage dealing with homosexuality? 
5. Is this passage dealing with slavery? 
6. Is this passage dealing with drunkenness? 
7. What is the big idea of the passage? 
8. How does this passage fit into the overall flow of The Story? 
9. What makes us believe the covenant God established was unconditional? 
10. How is this idea presented in this passage? 
11. Does our failure stop The Story from fulfillment? 
12. Who controls The Story’s outcome? 
13. Is failure written into The Story? 
14. Does every aspect of The Story have purpose? 
15. What does this truth teach you today? 

 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know God keeps His promises. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to trust God and to rest in His word. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of trusting God and resting in His 

word. 
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Outline: 
 
As we think of our present text, there are several kinds of “tragedy”.  Some tragedy is the 
result of circumstances outside our control.  Much of this kind falls in the category of natural 
phenomenon (i.e. earthquakes, tornadoes, flooding, drought, etc.).  
 

• Job (Job 1, 2) 
 
Another kind of tragedy is the result of willful choices, either our own or that of others. 
 

• Adam and Eve (Gen. 3) 
• Moses 
• Joseph (Gen. 37ff) 
• Samson (Judges 14, 15) 
• Eli (1 Sam. 1, 2) 
• David (2 Sam. 11) 
• Paul and Silas (Acts 16) 
• Peter (Matt. 26; Gal. 2:11ff) 

 
Yet all tragedy is a consequence of sin, either directly or indirectly.  Sin causes the tragedy.  
Without sin there would be no tragedy.  However, what I desire for us to see this morning in 
light of our text is how not only is the tragedy part of The Story, but tragedy cannot stop The 
Story.  The Story’s completion rests solely on God.  To comprehend The Story two tenants are 
necessary; first, you will fail, but no failure is fatal.  Second, God weaves failure into the Story.  
Consider the promises of God.  How many of them are dependent on your full and complete 
obedience?  How are we to see the majesty of God against the inability of man?  How are we to 
understand the Story in light of a prevalent and pervasive non-compliance?  There are three 
overarching “pillars”  
 

I. God is in control of The Story.  
 

But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases (Ps. 115:3). 
 
Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, in heaven and in earth, in the seas and in 
all deeps (Ps. 135:6). 

 
This forms the ultimate bedrock truth on which all of life revolves.  The “problems” we face 
and the failure we cause are part of God’s One Story and He has written into The Story our 
life.  He writes The Story and has written into The Story both transgression and condemnation.  
Fortunately, He also includes redemption. 
 
Although we might struggle over God’s involvement in the details of our lives, it is 
encouraging to realize He is intimately and personally involved in every area of life.  There is 
no part of life that God has not woven into something bigger and more beautiful.  Often His 
involvement is providential through secondary causation.  Secondary causation simply means 
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He acts indirectly and in ways that are almost imperceptible to the human eye and logic.  
Often with secondary causation, He uses natural means to accomplish His purposes.  Two 
beautiful illustrations are those of the tapestry and that of the potter.  Striking tapestry is the 
result of various pieces woven together into incredible pictures.  The backside of the tapestry 
can be a jumbled mess of various threads, but the picture is intricate and stunning; equally so 
with the potter.  He shapes the clay into his design and desire.   Tapestry and pottery are the 
result of the designer. 
 
“Central to the western theistic understanding of divine providence is the conviction that God 
is the sovereign Lord of nature. He created the physical universe and continually conserves it 
in existence. What's more, He is always and everywhere active in it by His power. The 
operations of nature, be they minute or catastrophic, commonplace or unprecedented, are the 
work of His hands, and without His constant causal influence none of them would or could 
occur.”  http://www.nd.edu/~afreddos/papers/macasin.htm 

 
No matter what, we must see God above all things.  Think of Isaiah 6.  It was in the year King 
Uzziah died that Isaiah saw the Lord “high and lifted up.” 
 
When surrounded by terrible times we must not allow ourselves to focus on the 
circumstances.  We cannot change our circumstances, but we can have rest and peace when we 
learn to focus on Him.  God has cut a covenant and He will keep the covenant. 
 
“The [rule] of God is the absolute authority, rule, and government of God in the whole of that 
reality that exists distinct from Himself. It respects His relation to other beings and to all other 
being and existence.”  http://www.the-highway.com/sovereignty_Murray1.html [John Murray] 

 
This rule calls us to remember two truths. 
 
First, we must be reminded that in this universe God’s sovereign government is the only 
totalitarian government, and men must assume in it the place of humble submission and 
obedience. God’s supremacy demands subjection to His law and guarantees for every 
transgression judgment sure and inexorable. All history is under His control and is moving 
towards His final judgment where every infraction of truth and deviation from justice will 
receive its final adjustment and adjudication. “He cometh to judge the earth: with 
righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity” (Ps. 98:9). 
 
Secondly, we must be reminded that all events, great and small, are embraced in God’s 
sovereign providence. He has not resigned the reins of government. Present history is not 
moving towards chaos. It is moving in the grand drama of God’s plan to the accomplishment 
of His holy designs and to the vindication of His glory. In the words of the great reformer, 
Calvin, “that while the turbulent state of the world deprives us of our judgment, God, by the 
pure light of his own righteousness and wisdom, regulates all these commotions in the most 
exact order, and directs them to their proper end” (Institutes, I, xvii. 1). http://www.the-
highway.com/sovereignty_Murray1.html [John Murray] 
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If you do not rest in the absolute sovereignty of God for all aspects of life, you will drown in 
your inability and failure and that of others.  Now our second point.  Not only did God know 
that the hearts of men were only evil continually, He also knew how each of these 
sins/failures worked out His Story. 
 
Noah’s drunken behavior, Ham’s sin and the curse on Canaan are all part of the Story.  I do 
not question God’s omniscience as it relates to His knowledge of these events.  But I personally 
believe it reaches beyond mere knowledge and has order and design in all of it.  This design 
neither makes God culpable nor man excusable.  It isn’t for me to figure out as much as it is for 
me to trust God and act wisely. 
 
“The account of the Flood guarantees that the pretenders finally will be deposed and the 
legitimate heirs will be victors.”  (Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis A Commentary, 152). 
 
The second idea is even more striking. 
 

II. The Story is intrinsically problematic (Rom. 3:23; 6:23).  
 

“Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and 

that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 
6:5). 
 
“The LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD said to Himself, "I will 
never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is 

evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have 
done” (Gen. 8:21). 
 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). 
 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord (Rom. 6:23). 

 
Although God created everything good, we cannot assume that when things went bad that the 
Story defaulted to plan B.  God never makes a mistake nor has an accident.  We are not 
mistakes.  We are not accidents.  Our choices have consequences.  The consequences can be 
immediate and far-reaching, yet somehow God is working all things out for His glory and our 
good (Rom. 8:28). 
 

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose (Rom. 8:28). 

 
What we might deem as a “waste” God is using to manifest His glory and grace in us and 
through us to those around us.  Now our third point.  Not only did God know that the hearts 
of men were only evil continually, He also knew how each of these sins/failures worked out 
His Story. 
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III. There is a purpose behind all the details that make up The Story (Rom. 8:28).  

 
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 

 
Because God is in control, the events of life are part of His Story (Gen. 50:20; Rom. 8:28).  Never 
think that somehow the events of life and the choices made are isolated or unconnected.  Life 
is a continuous chain from start to finish, and the various events within it are the individual 
links.   Although our text highlights this singular moment that comprised multiple moments 
within multiple years, this one event was indicative of multiple events. 
 
Because God is in control of each individual life, there are no wasted moments or events.  God 
is working in us and through us His perfect will.  This includes the heartaches and the 
sorrows.  Do not be deceived into thinking otherwise.  This part of the narrative and the divine 
commentary on it enables us to see our third point.  Noah’s drunkenness and Ham’s behavior 
highlight how the human heart is only evil continually.  It equally elevates the unilateral 
nature of God’s redemptive covenants. 
 
After the horrible carnage and Confederate retreat at Gettysburg, General Robert E. Lee wrote 
this to Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederacy: “We must expect reverses, even defeats. 
They are sent to teach us wisdom and prudence, to call forth greater energies, and to prevent 
our falling into greater disasters.”  (“Today In the Word,” Moody Bible Institute, November, 
1989, p. 21.) 

 
The tragic path marking humanities existence can tear from us our very breath.  We are part of 
this miserably memorial.  Towering over this carnage stands God.  His victory is certain and 
secured.  He has won and now we live in the playing out of His Story.  We are to derive much 
comfort and encouragement knowing our failure cannot cancel the mighty rule of God. 
 
All of God’s redemptive works are unilateral.  “All saints are dependent upon the active 
obedience of Jesus Christ, who alone satisfies for them God’s righteous standards.”  (Bruce K. 
Waltke, Genesis A Commentary, 154). 
 
I openly confess my significant inadequacies.  They often pull me to lose heart, but for God.  
God assures me that I and others are a part of His one Story.  I cannot and must not lose heart.  

The Story is not mine to write.  It has been written.  My part lays in resting and trusting.  I 
think, choose and feel correctly as I trust and rest in Him.  We see the story of Noah’s 
drunkenness and we are reminded of our own propensity toward poor behavior at best and 
outright rebellion at worst.  Yet in the larger context I am to take heart and press ahead.   
 
“Noah was not perfect.  The striking parallel and contrast between the saintly Noah before and 
during the Flood (6:9=8-9) and the drunken sinner, who exposes his nakedness after the Flood 
(9:21), directs the audience to look to god, not humans, for salvation.”  (Bruce K. Waltke, 
Genesis A Commentary, 155). 
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May God use this story of failure to spur us on to love God more and more with each passing 
day. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Do you find yourself in a difficult place and wonder where you are in the Story? 
2. Have you often questioned God and grow impatient because of what appears to be no 

direction? 
3. Are you ready to quit? 
4. Let us together remember these three thoughts; first, God is in control, second, failure has 

been written into the Story and finally, everything about life has reason. 
5. May we find ourselves trusting and resting in God. 


